
















































































































































































































































































Dear Editor, 

I read the Miami Herald article titled "Ranking 10th of 118 metro areas, South Florida had 18,617 

student visa holders in 2008-12, a study found. But it lagged in drawing foreign students in STEM fields" 

and it surprised me. I am a female Electrical Engineering student of Haitian origin, and the first thing that 

drew my interest in Florida International University when seeking a university for my graduate studies 

was the number of international and minority students I met at the Engineering Center. I, myself, 

started pursuing my master's degree at this institution thanks to a LACC scholarship, dedicated to 

international students from the Caribbean and Latin America. I am now doing research towards a PhD 

with the support of McKnight, which also addresses the needs of minority students. This shows FIU's 

effort in terms of finding funding for international or minority students. The Bio-MEMs and 

Microsystems group I am part of is mostly made of international students, and about 50% of the 

graduate students in that group are females, and are interested in different aspects of micro- or nano-

engineering. I continue to be greatly impressed by how quickly my intellectual and financial needs are 

always quickly addressed here. Therefore, I can personally testify that FIU has provided me with great 

opportunities to pursue a career in STEM as it has done with countless other students with similar 

backgrounds and aspirations.   

 

Best regards, 

Ange Marie Fievre 

PhD Candidate 

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

FIU 



September 5th, 2014 

Letter to the Editor 
 
My name is Karina Rincon and I am a female Hispanic Biomedical Engineer pursuing my graduate 
degree in Electrical Engineering at Florida International University (FIU). I would like to share my 
thoughts in regards to an article titled: “Miami draws big share of foreign students,” which was published 
in the Miami Herald by Nancy Dahlberg. Even though the article mainly focuses on student visa holders, 
the author forgets to mention that there are several opportunities for foreign students, who are US 
permanent residents or that have become US citizens through naturalization, to pursue their higher level 
degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines. Throughout the years, 
FIU has being growing and expanding and the resources and opportunities that are available for students, 
especially for minorities, have increased. I was born and raised in Caracas, Venezuela, and today I am 
honored to be a fellow belonging to the very first cohort of the Florida Georgia Louis Stokes Alliances for 
Minority Participation Bridge to the Doctorate (FGLSAMP BD) Fellowship Program at FIU, which is 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation. The goal of the fellowship program is to assist 
universities to increase the number of minority students completing graduate degrees in STEM.  

There are a total of 17 students that are currently part of the fellowship program at FIU. Every student has 
a different background and research interest, and together we form a diversified family with majors in 
Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Computer Science, Computer Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, 
Electrical Engineering, Physics, etc. From the total number of fellows, eight are female, which shows the 
interest of women in pursuing higher education in STEM careers, and who are taking advantage of the 
opportunities and resources that are being offered at FIU. As a fellow, I have attended several workshops, 
conferences, networking events, professional meetings, and I even had the opportunity to participate in a 
Summer Internship Program with the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, DC. Additionally, the 
diversity in terms of the areas of research that each student is exploring at FIU is truly amazing. There are 
students working in neural interfaces, cancerous cells, biosensors, among many others. One of my 
coworkers and closest friend, who is a female Hispanic Biomedical and Electrical Engineer fellow, is 
currently trying to commercialize a technology that measures levels of cortisol, the stress hormone. This 
would have a huge impact in elite athletes, since high levels of cortisol have been correlated to fat 
accumulation in the abdomen and muscle loss. Additionally, it could also have a significant impact for 
military personnel who suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). My area of research is 
focused on the development of an optical and electrical sensor that will measure skin water content. This 
technology could also have a tremendous impact, not only for athletes, since it would provide an accurate 
tool to measure hydration levels, but also for people who suffer from lymphedema, since it would provide 
a tool to measure how much water is accumulated in the tissue. Lymphedema is a medical condition 
where excessive amounts of fluid are accumulated in a tissue due to a compromised lymphatic system. 
This condition is commonly seen in women who have had breast cancer, after they are treated with 
chemotherapy, surgery, and/or radiation.  

To conclude, the FGLSAMP BD Fellowship Program offered at FIU is enabling students to pursue higher 
level degrees in STEM disciplines. This program is also offered at University of South Florida (USF) in 
Tampa, FL. People may think that there are no opportunities for minority students. However, the reality is 
that the opportunities exist, but nobody is aware of them because they are not advertised or communicated 



to the students. In the published article, the author fails to mention that universities like FIU are working 
hard in the implementation of new programs that can benefit minority students, and as a matter of fact, I 
am proof of their efforts. 

Thank you. 

Best regards, 

 
 
 
 

Karina Rincon 
Graduate Student, NSF FGLSAMP BD Fellow 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering  
Florida International University 
10555 West Flagler Street 
Miami, FL 33174 
Office: EC 3860 
krinc005@fiu.edu 
 



Letter to the editor,  

I am sharing my opinion on Nancy Dahlberg’s piece about the lack of opportunity in STEM fields for 

foreign students in the article “Miami draws big share of foreign students”. The article supports Miami’s 

rank as the bottom ten as nonexistence opportunity land for foreign students within STEM discipline. 

Contrary to this argument, I would like to point out there are opportunity the general public is not 

aware of but could have been presented within this article. For instance, I fit the statistics Dahlberg is 

focusing on. I was born and grew up in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. I am currently pursuing my masters in 

Electrical Engineering at Florida International University with Bridge to Doctorate NSF funded fellowship. 

This fellowship is awarded to minority students to pursue a higher degree within STEM discipline. I want 

to point out that there are other abundant fellowship, scholarship and programs for students going into 

STEM discipline at FIU. I would like to point out too that 90% of FIU’s graduate student make-up is 

international. Students come from the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and South America.  We need to keep in 

mind the lack of interest and initiative in the STEM field in this country to begin with. Dahlberg is quick 

to conclude the absence of opportunity based on general statistics however, fail to mention the efforts 

and initiative being presented in colleges such as FIU.  

Thanks,  

Yemeserach Mekonnen 
Graduate Research Fellow 
Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Florida International University 
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